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nCommission arrives for hearing

D-Day looms
in council 
tug-of-war
GEOFF MERCER

THE next chapter in the tug-of-war 

over the Rangitaiki ward will play out in 

Whakatane tomorrow.

Three commissioners from the New 

Zealand Local Government Commission will 

meet with Whakatane and Kawerau district 

councils, and the architect of the bid to 

shift the ward into the Kawerau district, Bill 

Hutchinson.
“It’s principally an opportunity for Mr 

Hutchinson and the two councils to talk to 

their submissions and for the commissioners 

to ask questions,” commission chief execu-

tive Donald Riezebos told the Beacon.

The 10am meeting – which will be open 

to the public – will help the commissioners 

decide how to treat the boundary change 

application.
Three commissioners have been appointed 

to consider the proposed ward shift. They 

are chairwoman Sue Piper, from Wellington, 

Gwen Bull, Clevedon, and Grant Kirby, 

Kaukapakapa.
Matata ratepayer Mr Hutchinson, who 

refused to withdraw his petition following the 

public submission process, said he was not 

holding out much hope for his bid. 

“But I’m not losing any sleep over it; it will 

wake up the council.”

Of the 570 public submissions on the pro-

posal lodged with the commission prior to 

Christmas, about 300 opposed the Rangitaiki 

ward switching to Kawerau and 250 sup-

ported it; the remainder were undecided.

Mr Hutchinson said those figures did not 

take account of his fellow 1600 petitioners, 

many of whom saw no point in submitting as 

their petition had already indicated their sup-

port for change. 
He understood all Whakatane district 

councillors would be at tomorrow’s meeting, 

“when I thought about three people from each 

faction would have been present”. 

“In other words, Whakatane wants to turn 

it into a circus.
“That would have left me going into the 

lion’s den, so I’m gathering 20 or 30 people 

to support me.”
Whakatane mayor Tony Bonne said his 

council tried to arrange a neutral venue for 

the meeting through Bay of Plenty Regional 

Council but nothing was available. 

He had been advised Whakatane would be 

allowed three speakers so he would be joined 

by deputy mayor Judy Turner and council-

lor Pouroto Ngaropo. Chief executive Diane 

Turner would also be present.

“Obviously I hope the discussion is about 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 

and not about dog 

fees.”
Mr Bonne said 

his council had been 

very involved in the 

Rangitaiki ward. It 

was addressing 

flooding issues in 

Edgecumbe a lega-

cy of the earthquake 

that struck the town 

in 1987. 
Water and sew-

erage works worth 

$1.2 million and programmed to occur over 

a six-year period would now be completed 

in two years.
“We have had sewage coming up through 

manholes, infiltrating people’s houses. If you 

put yourselves in the shoes of people in 

Edgecumbe, it’s a health issue.”

Kawerau mayor Malcolm Campbell said 

his council would have at least four people 

present, including chief executive Russell 

George. 
He said he was a “greenhorn” when it came 

to such events but he assumed the commis-

sion would want an explanation of how a 

boundary change would “improve govern-

ance”. 
This would be difficult as the Whakatane 

council had never satisfactorily revealed the 

Rangitaiki ward’s financial situation.

“We’re looking forward to making progress 

one way or another – we want to get on with 

life.”

Bill Hutchinson Tony Bonne Malcolm Campbell

RANGITAIKI Independent School’s 

Gabby Frost, Brianna Frost and 

Jess Lambert are bringing their 

unique form of kindness to down-

town Whakatane tomorrow … then 

sending it on to Christchurch.

Together with their year 7 and 

8 classmates, the girls have pro-

duced a giant Kindness sculpture 

based on the famous LOVE sculp-

ture created by American pop artist 

Robert Indiana in the 1970s.

They plan to set up the sculpture 

in Esplanade Mall and outside the 

Whakatane Library between 9am 

and 11am today, and offer acts of 

kindness in return for a donation 

for the victims of last week’s deadly 

Christchurch earthquake.

Teacher Chris Slabbert said the 

children were still deciding exactly 

what acts of kindness to offer but 

hugs were top of the list.

                      Photos Troy Baker C3623-05

TWO minutes silence and 

a prayer were offered in 

Whakatane yesterday – ex-

actly one week after the dev-

astating earthquake struck 

Christchurch.
The ceremony at Margaret 

Mahy Court outside the 

council building was led by 

Whakatane deputy mayor 

Judy Turner.
Prime Minister John Key 

had asked New Zealanders 

to mark the one-week anni-

versary of the 6.3 magnitude 

quake that hit at 12.51pm on 

February 22.
Whakatane councillors and 

staff and a wide cross-sec-

tion of the community were 

there to show their respect for 

the victims and solidarity with 

Cantabrians.

Ohope student assesses quake damage

GEOFF MERCER

A WHAKATANE civil engineering student is help-

ing to determine whether earthquake-damaged build-

ings in Christchurch are safe. 

Fourth-year civil engineering student and 2010 

longboard surfing champion Dylan Barnfield was 

planning to return to Whakatane last Friday, but 

when asked to help with the massive task of deter-

mining the structural safety of damaged buildings, 

he agreed to stay. 
“It’s a once in a lifetime experience – well, I hope 

it is,” he said yesterday.

Mr Barnfield said the 6.3 quake “caught me by 

surprise”. He was in a Canterbury University build-

ing when it struck at lunchtime on Tuesday last 

week.
“I was shell-shocked – I didn’t act as quickly 

as I should have but I eventually moved to a door 

frame.”
He said the message broadcast after the earth-

quake was to “get out of Christchurch” if you could. 

He intended doing that until approached to help 

professional engineers perform structural integrity 

assessments. 
He had spent five days on the job, starting daily at 

7am and finishing as late as 8pm.  

During his first two days he visited damaged 

buildings in outlying suburbs but since Sunday had 

been assigned to the central business district, enter-

ing buildings that were behind cordons to keep own-

ers and the public out.

“In my team we have two professional engineers. 

They look at the structure and its damage, and how 

it’s held up. 
“They decide whether it’s structurally safe to be in 

limited use, or whether it’s a no-go zone.”

The team attaches the appropriate card to the 

building and moves on. 

Mr Barnfield said two search and rescue officials 

accompanied his team to buildings “in case anything 

happens” while he and the engineers were inside.

“The engineers are doing a really good job – eve-

ryone is working really well together as a team.”

He had seen the Whakatane District Council 

truck supporting council staff who had gone to 

Christchurch to help out. 

Mr Barnfield said the earthquake and its aftermath 

were a “big eye-opener” for a civil engineering 

student. 
He hadn’t intended to go down “the structural 

pathway” but the past few days had sharpened his 

interest in what kept buildings upright and he intend-

ed to take more structural engineering papers. 

However, he was flying north today to take part 

in the final round of the Hyundai longboard surfing 

tour at Port Waikato. Last year he won the tour, along 

with the national longboard title. 

If he was needed, he was keen to return to 

Christchurch to resume examining quake-damaged 

buildings.

ONE WEEK: In Whakatane, as well as the rest of the country, New Zealanders spent two 

minutes marking the one-week anniversary of the devastating earthquake. C3626-09
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and civil engineering student Dylan 

Barnfield is examining quake-damaged 

buildings in Christchurch.     Photo supplied
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KEITH MELVILLE

THERE will be no miracle come-

back for Kopeopeo’s much-missed 

PostShop.
New Zealand Post has reaffirmed its 

decision to downgrade its services in the 

Whakatane retail centre, in spite of pub-

lic pressure for a return to full PostShop 

services including a Kiwibank.

Senior New Zealand Post managers 

relayed the PostShop decision to a series 

of meetings in Whakatane last month. 

One meeting was with Whakatane 

kaumatua Julian Tunui, who had organ-

ised a petition in an effort to persuade 

New Zealand Post to change its mind, 

and the other was with Whakatane mayor 

Tony Bonne, Eastern Bay Chamber 

of Commerce chief executive Gerard 

Casey, Whakatane Community Board 

chairman Neville Delahunty, and Pak’N 

Save supermarket owner Andrew Soutar, 

who wanted the full service restored.

New Zealand Post’s Kopeopeo 

PostShop-Kiwibank franchise agency 

closed in January last year, after the 

owner failed to find a buyer.

New Zealand Post downgraded its ser-

vice to a PostCentre, with post and pack-

age services being offered at Kopeopeo’s 

Civic Video shop, and the car registra-

tion service at Stewart Motors in nearby 

Stewart Street. 
However, Kopeopeo residents want-

ing other services, including banking, 

now need to travel to the PostShop on 

The Strand.
New Zealand Post head of retail deliv-

ery and operations Mark Stewart said the 

meetings were told the reasons for down-

grading the Kopeopeo service remained 

unchanged.
“In essence, changing customer habits 

with the increasing uptake of digital com-

munications and online banking and bill 

payment facilities has resulted in reduced 

patronage, which in turn has affected 

the viability of providing full PostShop 

Kiwibank services at Kopeopeo,” Mr 

Stewart told the Beacon.

“ P r o v i d i n g 

bill payment and 

banking services 

involves significant 

staff, technology 

and security costs, 

which were no lon-

ger sustainable at 

that location.”
Mr Stewart 

said it would be 

“improper” for 

New Zealand Post to ask a franchisee to 

make such an investment if such a busi-

ness was not viable.
“We also referred to the close prox-

imity of other PostShop Kiwibank ser-

vices in Whakatane, and re-confirmed 

our decision to establish a PostCentre at 

Kopeopeo, offering ongoing postal and 

courier services to the local community

“We remain committed to that ser-

vice and acknowledge the support of 

the PostCentre operators, Civic Video, 

which stepped in to provide the service 

after the previous PostShop franchisees 

closed their host business,” Mr Stewart 

said.
He said the inconvenience to some 

PostShop customers was regretted, and 

New Zealand Post acknowledged and 

respected the concerns raised by mem-

bers of the Kopeopeo community about 

the change of service.

Mr Casey said the New Zealand Post 

officials had explained the rationale 

behind their decision very well and he 

had to acknowledge it would be unrea-

sonable to ask a business to take on full 

PostShop services when those services 

were not economically sustainable.

Mr Casey and Mr Delahunty both 

said New Zealand Post had not dropped 

that idea entirely, and it was prepared to 

reconsider it later. 
Mr Delahunty said the issue was really 

about “more feet through the door”.

Mr Tunui’s petition – launched towards 

the end of last year – gained 1026 signa-

tures. It was sent to New Zealand Post’s 

headquarters in Wellington.

Mr Tunui said his “last throw of the 

dice” was to persuade Credit Union 

Central to take on some of the services 

previously offered in Kopeopeo by New 

Zealand Post, and he was pleased to hear 

of the bank’s interest.

Credit Union Central manager Peter 

Trott confirmed the business was inves-

tigating the possibilities of offering some 

services, including taking payments for 

electricity and phone bills.
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LADIES and gentlemen alike donned dress-

es for the Frocks on Bikes parade along 

the Whakatane riverbank on Friday.

After losing a bet with his staff, New 

World Whakatane owner Dave Trubshoe 

had to “frock up”, wearing a multi-hued 

dress, feather boa and Dame Edna-esque 

glasses.
Brian Anderson, pictured at rear, was 

another dress-wearing bloke on a bike at 

the event, which included a picnic and bike 

rides along the Warren Cole Walkway. 

In another strange turn of events, Mr 

Trubshoe’s name was drawn as the winner 

of a mint green cruiser bicycle, complete 

with basket. 
Mr Trubshoe decided to donate the 

bike to a Chamber of Commerce raffle 

raising money for its counterparts in 

Christchurch. 
Frocks on Bikes was the last in a series 

of events marking Bikewise Month, held 

nationwide throughout February. The event 

was derived from a nationwide movement 

encouraging people – particularly women 

– to integrate cycling into their everyday 

lives, wearing their everyday clothes.
Photo Troy Baker C3641-16

nMore pictures: page 5

A frocking sight…

No return 
for village 
post shop

GONE 
FOREVER? 
Kopeopeo 
residents will 
have to get 
used to liv-
ing without a 
PostShop in 
their midst, 
according to 
New Zealand 
Post. File photo 
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Too much work to be done – not enough time

NERYDA McNABB

WHAKATANE District Council risks los-

ing hundreds of thousands of dollars in 

subsidies if it cannot repair its storm-dam-

aged road network before the end of the 

financial year.
With approximately $6.5 million in 

repair works yet to be finished, transpor-

tation manager Martin Taylor fears it will 

be impossible to complete all the work 

in four months in order to qualify for 

the higher rate of subsidy from the New 

Zealand Transport Agency.

The amount of work and the short time 

frame places a high demand on local 

contractors, on top of the council’s usual 

maintenance requirements.

After three major storms in the past 

year, the subsidy rate for repair works in 

the Whakatane district has increased from 

a base rate of 55 per cent to 69 per cent.

However, in line with NZTA policy, it 

will drop back to the base rate at the start 

of the next financial year.

Mr Taylor said a possible scenario 

might be that all May/June and August/

September 2010 works could be complet-

ed but not the most recent storm damage.

“In this case the subsidy rate would 

drop to 55 per cent for the January 2010 

storm damage sites. 
“This will result in the council’s 

cost share for these works increasing 

by approximately $270,000 from the 

$605,452 currently indicated to around 

$875,452.”
Mr Taylor plans to talk to NZTA about 

extending the subsidy into next year. The 

total cost of the January floods, including 

initial cleanup and repair works, is just 

over $3 million.
This comes on top of the $3.4 million 

cost of the August/September storms.

Woman 
injured by 
logs spilled
from truck

AN Otakiri man has pleaded not guilty to sev-

en charges of indecently assaulting young girls 

in the 1990s. 
The indictably-laid charges against Lyndon 

Troy Penwarden, 43, related to two victims 

between 1995 and 1998. 

Both victims would now be in their 20s. 

It was alleged Penwarden assaulted the first 

victim once when she was 11, once when she 

was 12 and three times when she was 13 years 

old.
The offences were spread across the Eastern 

Bay, allegedly occurring in Whakatane, 

Edgecumbe and Opotiki.

Penwarden also faced two charges of inde-

cently assaulting a second victim in 1997 

when she was 11 years old in Edgecumbe. 

He was bailed to reappear in the Whakatane 

District Court on April 8 for a post-committal 

conference.

Man faces 
historical 
charges

SVEN CARLSSON 

A WOMAN was taken to hospital after the 

car she was in collided with a log that had 

spilled from a crashed truck near Matata 

on Saturday morning.

Emergency services were called to the 

Matata straight area of State Highway 2 at 

6.11am on Saturday to attend to the logging 

truck incident.
Matata deputy chief fire officer Gavin 

Dennis said the logs spilled from the truck’s 

trailer and partially fell across the road.

“It was dark and raining and the logs 

were difficult to see,” he said.

“A small car had hit one of the logs 

and the Matata brigade gave first aid to a 

woman in her early 20s,” Mr Dennis said.

St John Ambulance team leader Michelle 

Sattler said a 22-year-old woman had suf-

fered minor injuries in the crash and was 

transported to Whakatane Hospital.

It is not known whether the woman was 

driving or was a passenger in the car.

The firefighters had assisted with traf-

fic control and had helped police to find 

a nearby farmer, who used his tractor to 

move the logs away from the road.

Mr Dennis said the accident could have 

had far worse consequences.

“It was very lucky no one was badly 

hurt,” he said.
Only brief disruption to passing traf-

fic had ensued while the road was being 

cleared.
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